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Front Strand Beach Balbriggan Designated Bathing Area




Bathing Water Regs - How it works

Regulatory Framework for managing bathing water in Ireland

Local authorities are responsible for managing and monitoring identified
bathing waters. For each bathing water season.

Local authorities also report and investigate pollution events and carry out
measures to reduce or remove any sources of pollution.

EPA: are the environmental regulator. EPA make sure that local authorities carry
out their functions under the Bathing Water Regulations.

HSE: The HSE gives advice to local authorities on public and environmental health
issues related to bathing water.

The Public: The public can make representations to their local authorities to
identify new bathing waters. They can also help by keeping their local beaches
clean.



Annual Requirements

Beach Profile for each beach

Monitoring Calendar for all beaches

Bathing Water Monitoring

Assessing Bathing Water Quality as results come in.
Bathing Water Classification

Identifying causes of pollution

Information to Public

Action to prevent exposure to pollution

Action to reduce risk of pollution



Beach Profile

« Beach Location

Contributing Catchment
Main Features

Monitoring Points

Water Quality Assessment

Identified Pressures



Bathing Water Pressures

Pressure No

Pressure Source

Surface Water Streams within the beach catchment

Agricultural run-off

Foul water network and Pumpstations

Animal Fouling

Bird Colony



Example of a Beach Profile and contributimg catchment




Monitoring Calendar

BW Calendar 2026
Sample
Wee Collect
k Week Day Beach Date Time High Tide | Low Tide | Sun Rise | Early warning Results due Buddy Holidays
Group A 07:52 00:57 26.05.2026 - 27.05.2026 - GM /EB
1 Monday Group B | 25.05.2026 05:00 20:39 13:47 05:11 Tuesday Wednesday JMcD / AG | JP |ML
Weekend 09am to
1 Monday on call 01.06.2026 04pm JP
Group A 01:15 07:17 03.06.2026 - 04.06.2026 - GM /JP
2 Tuesday GroupB | 02.06.2026 09:30 13:49 19:23 05:02 Wednesday Thursday JMcD / EB
Saturday and | Weekend | 06.06.2026 | 09am to
2 Sunday on call 07.06.2027 04pm
05:39 09.06.2026 - 10.06.2026 - GM/
3 Monday Balbriggan | 08.06.2026 06:00 18:27 11:46 04:58 Tuesday Wednesday IMcD
Saturday and | Weekend | 13.06.2026 | 09am to
3 Sunday on call 14.06.2026 04pm JP




Bathing Water Quality Assessment-Weekly Resuits

Intestinal enterococci <100 101 - 200 201 - 250 >250
Escherichia coli <250 251 - 500 501 - 1000 >1000



Bathing Water Protocol- Actions Pending Weather or Results

Local
Authority

Fingal County
Council

Fingal County
Council

Fingal County
Council

Fingal County
Council

Bathing Water Bathing Water

Code Type

IEEABWC020_ Regulated
0000_0600

IEEABWC020_ Regulated
0000_0600

IEEABWC020_ Regulated
0000_0600

IEEABWC020_ Regulated
0000_0600

Bathing Water

Bathing Water

Bathing Water

Bathing Water

Start Date

02/09/2025

03/08/2025

21/07/2025

03/06/2025

End Date

Bathing
Incident Or  Restriction
Warning Type Type

Short Term  Prior Warning
Pollution - bathing water
Regulation quality may

07/09/20252(2) & 7(4) be affected

Short Term  Prior Warning
Pollution - bathing water
Regulation quality may

07/08/20252(2) & 7(4) be affected

Management

Measures in

Certain

Circumstances Bathing is

- Regulation temporarily
28/07/202515 prohibited

Management

Measures in

Certain

Circumstances Bathing is

- Regulation temporarily
06/06/202515 prohibited

Likely Source Of Pollution

Contamination of Surface Waters
(misconnections / urban run-off)

Contamination of Surface Waters
(misconnections / urban run-off)

Urban Waste Water Agglomeration - EPA
Licensed (any discharge/spill from known
point of the urban waste water collection
system including CSOs)

Contamination from Animals/Birds

Incident
Description

Risk of deterioration in water quality due to expected heavy rainfall

Risk of deterioration in water quality due to expected heavy rainfall

Risk of deterioration in water quality due to expected heavy rainfall

Water quality deteriorated due to suspected impacts from animals/birds and
contamination of urban surface waters discharging into bathing water



Incident Management

- Weather Analysis 7 days per week including out of hours during rainfall
events

- Bathing Water Protocol 30 pages of procedures

* Results received

- Consultation with HSE

- Triggers Investigation/Response/Stakeholder Engagement

« Communications

- Notices on beach

- EPA Eden Incident Reporting

- Repeat Sampling until incident is over

 Close out on all of the above

- 10 designated beaches in Fingal-Rainfall can create multiple incidents



Bathing Water Classifications- Annually by EPA

Sufficient

e The highest, cleanest class

Generally good water quality
e The water quality meets the minimum
standard

e The water quality has not met the

minimum standard




Blue Flag Criterion

- 33 stringent criterion.

- Excellent Water Quality based on 4

year 95-% ile rolling assessment a ELUE F LAG

prerequisite.

 Criterion broad and wide ranging eg
beach accessibility, emergency
response, facilities management,
cleanliness, health and safety,
restrictions on beach use, dog
management, promotion of
sustainable transport, beach
habitats etc



Blue Flag Criteria-Water Quality

Excellent Status which means excellent results based on a 95-ile over a 4
year rolling period

Effectively means all samples collected weekly for 4 years and every
year after that must have less than 100 IE and 250 EC in every sample

Bathing water analogy water quality must be always guaranteed to be
pristine

Other EU Countries benefit massively from drier climate and UV
disinfection by way of sunlight.



Our Beaches

 Fingal County Council has 88 km of coastline.

10 designated bathing areas namely Balbriggan, Skerries, Loughshinny, Rush
North, Rush South, Donabate, Portrane, Portmarnock, Burrow Beach,
Claremont.

Current Classifications:
5 Excellent Status/3 Good Status/2 Sufficient Status
Excellent

Portmarnock, Donabate, Rush North, Burrow Beach, Skerries.
- Good

Portrane, Rush South & Loughshinny

- Sufficient

Claremont & Balbriggan



Fingal Blue Flag Beaches

« 2 Blue Flag Beach Awards 2026

 Velvet Strand Portmarnock

 Balcarrick Beach Donabate




Future Potential Blue Flags

- Excellent water quality achieved at
3 additional beaches in Fingal

« Rush North, Burrow Beach, Skerries.

- GAP analysis underway to
determine if blue flag criterion are
achievable.




Coastal Green Flag Award 2026

Green
Coast
Award

- Coastal Green Coast Award
recognises beaches of high
environmental quality that are
prized for their natural, unspoilt
state.

* In 2026 Donabate again achieves
this status




EPA Historical Classifications Fingal latest trends

Name of Beach 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
Balbriggan, Front Strand Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient |  Poor Poor Poor Poor | CHANGE | Sufficient
Skerries, South Beach Sufficient Good Good Good Good Sufficient | Sufficient Good Excellent
Loughshinny Beach Poor Good Good Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient Poor Sufficient Good
Rush, North Beach Sufficient Good Good Good Excellent Excellent Good Excellent Excellent
Rush, South Beach Poor Sufficient Good Excellent Excellent Excellent Good Good Excellent
Donabate, Balcarrick Beach Sufficient | Sufficient Good Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent
Portrane, The Brook Beach Poor Poor Poor Good Good Excellent Good Sufficient Good
Portmarnock, Velvet Strand Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent Excellent
Sutton, Burrow Beach Excellent | Excellent | Excellent | Excellent Good Good Good Good Excellent
Howth, Claremont Beach Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient | Sufficient

Malahide Beach




Bathing Water Management Actions- In season and
all year round

Weekly monitoring of o Monitoring of UE
contributing u“r/:]ong,g,:ir(‘)gn ?L%EHS network “known pinch
catchments pump

DNA analysis of
points”

ECOLI

Stream
surveys/investigations

Awareness campaigns

Farm Surveys Surface water outfall dog fouling and beach
of bad results

monitoring

littering leading to bird
fouling

Consultation with o
Balbriggan Working Close monitoring of

Consultation with EPA
Section 4 licences re EPA licensed
ks near beaches
Groups WOE

facilities




Thank you




